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(cont. on page 4)

The 2024 Annual Dinner was a 
smashing success with nearly 100 
attendees. The dinner not only is 
a great evening, but it serves to 
highlight the accomplishments of 
the past year and outline the new 
year. We like to also acknowledge 
the past presidents and introduce 
the boards new members as well 
as honor the outgoing Board 
Members and President, while 
introducing the new President, 
Mark White. We also highlight our 
Executive Director Ty Mellott. The 
event, apart from Covid is held 
every January. It is open to the 
entire CYBA membership as well 
as sponsors, friends and family. It 
has been a tradition since 1975 
when the CYBA was formed.

The past year saw some big 
advances for the CYBA. Our dream 
of sponsoring a boat show finally 
came to fruition. We will have the 
show again in 2024 at the West-
point Harbor in Redwood City, in 
May.

We have a series of awards 
that are presented at the Annual 
Dinner. This year we introduced 
a new award titled CYBA GEO 
Women of the Waterfront Award. 
This event was primarily the idea 
of Leilani Wales, Leilani is the 
Chairwomen of our GEO commit-
tee. GEO stands for Growth, Ex-
pansion and Outreach. Its function 
is to reach out to women and all 
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2024 BOARD of DIRECTORS
President 

Mark P. White
E: MarkP.White@EVYachting.com

O: 949-207-3101
C: 310-968-9376

1st Vice President
Dean West

dean_west@yahoo.com
C: 619-417-9378

2nd Vice President
Leilani Wales

leilani@aglyachtsales.com
O: 360-621-4682
C: 360-621-4682

Treasurer
Peter Zaleski

PeterZaleski@gmail.com
O: 619-857-2349
C: 619-857-2349

Secretary
James Murrell

jim@murrellyachts.com
C: 310-717-0075

Assistant Secretary
Charles Ullman

sales@ullmanyachtsales.com
C: 949-375-9334

Director
Nicholas Friedman

yachtbroker@pacbell.net
O: 310-547-4415
C: 310-748-5409

Director
Wayne Goldman

wayne@atomictunayachts.com
O: 888-833-8862
C: 510-759-8481

Director
George Sikich

george@kysbyachts.com
O: 510-521-6213
C: 415-793-9376

Senior Advisor
Thomas Russell

trussell@ra-law.com
O: 949-854-6000

Arbitration Chairman
Dennis Moran

dmoran@gmail.com
O: 949-642-5735
C: 714-299-1286

Sponsorship Chairman
Scott McNerney

scottmcnerney@yahoo.com
C: 925-216-6233

Newsletter Editor
George Sikich, CPYB

george@kysbyachts.com
O: 510-521-6213
C: 415-793-9376

Executive Director
Ty Mellott

ty@cyba.info
C: 925-588-8929

Mark P. White
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Happy New Year and Happy 
New Term from Mark P. White 
President.

2024 started out with an 
exceptional celebration at the 
Southwest Yacht Club in San 
Diego, CA. where all were re-
minded that 2025 is the CYBA’s 
50th Anniversary. We recognized 
some special people at this cel-
ebration. Peter Zaleski, the out-
going President of the CYBA, was 
acknowledged for his fantastic ef-
forts with the Legal Seminars and 
the CYBA’s return to boat show 
promotion with the Pacific Sail & 
Power Boat Show at Westpoint 
Harbor in Redwood City, CA. We 
also had two outgoing board 
members who were thanked 
for their contributions: Scott Mc-
Nerny who was our Secretary 
and Mik Maguire our Treasurer 
and the highly regarded 2022 
Merle B. Parke Award winner. We 
had our first ever GEO committee 
Women of the Waterfront Award, 
and from seven exceptional an 
deserving nominees, the winner 
was chosen: Bernadine Trusso 
from Dona Jenkins Maritime Doc-
ument Service, Inc.

With the outgoing we rec-
ognized the incoming; two new 
members were elected to our 
CYBA Board of Directors: Jim 
Murrell with Murrell Yachts and 
Charles “Chuck” Ullman with Ull-
man Yacht Sales. 

Your new board got right to 
business with a meeting and 
set a course for our 2024 year. 
A course that includes several 
waypoints of positive influence. 
In addition to our continual help 
producing events such as the 
CYBA Legal Seminar, and the Pa-
cific Sail & Powerboat Show, we 
are active with the CBC (Califor-
nia Boating Congress) and the 

MRA and we will be meeting in 
Sacramento in early March and 
encourage any member in good 
standing to join us.

The CYBA is also partnering 
with some of it’s sister associa-
tions (IYBA, NYBA, YBAA, etc.) to 
develop some better practice 
policies. We are building toward 
some unity and universal forms 
to better serve all of our mem-
bers.

We are also encouraging our 
membership to expand and di-
versify with the companies that 
offer less expensive alternatives 
to the way we have always done 
business in the past. Companies 
like BoatDox.com, BoatsforSale.
com, YachtsForSale.com, Yatco.
com and YachtBroker.org soon to 
be rebranded as Yachtr. https://
yachtr.com/

Yachtr is today’s most techni-
cally advanced and comprehen-
sive platform for buying and sell-
ing yachts and boats of all sizes.

Yachtr uses the latest MLS 
technology to provide the most 
accurate listings in the yachting 
industry.

Finally the CYBA is looking to 
partner with some charitable or-
ganizations. We recognize there 
are several that help influence 
recreational boating and I ask 
that you reach out to me directly 
for consideration. 

I am very honored and hum-
bled to be your CYBA President. 
Full speed ahead and Godspeed,

Mark P. White
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The California Yacht Brokers 
Association is excited to an-
nounce the return of the Pacific 
Sail & Power Boat Show May 16-
19, 2024. 

Now in their second year as 
owners and producers of the 
show, the CYBA returns the show 
to the widely acclaimed venue at 
Westpoint Harbor in Redwood 
City, California. Westpoint Har-
bor is the newest full-service 
yacht harbor in Northern Califor-
nia, located in the southern area 
of the San Francisco Bay in the 
heart of Silicon Valley. The venue 
this year will expand to include 
more docking opportunities as 
well as additional on-land booth 
and display areas overlooking 
the marina. “We are very excited 
to expand and enhance the Pa-
cific Sail & Powerboat Show for 
our second year at the beautiful 
WestPoint Harbor Marina! More 
boats, more booths, more food, 
more FUN!” says Jim Behun, 
CYBA Show Manager.

In addition to expanded en-
tertainment, educational, boat-
ing lifestyle, and dining offerings 
at the show, those attending will 
also be able to experience the 
views, atmosphere and cuisine 
of the newly opened Hurrica 
Restaurant and Bar on site. This 
beautiful eatery is the newest 
waterside restaurant to be built 
in Northern California and is sure 
to gain great reviews from those 
wanting to drink or dine within 
the confines of the award-win-
ning marina complex. The restau-
rant is in the lower level of the 

2024 Northern California Pacific Sail & Power 
Boat Show

newly completed two story ma-
rina facility, with the upper level 
serving as the clubhouse for The 
Club at Westpoint. 

Addressing this year’s at-
tendees, CYBA President Mark 
P. White adds, “We are very ex-
cited to have our second annual 
PS&PBS returning to Westpoint 
Harbor. With the expansion of the 
in-water display, more booths, 
and more seminars there is even 
more opportunity for both our 
vendors and our show-goers to 
meet their needs and expecta-
tions. With ample free parking 
and an amazing service staff, we 
fully intend for your visit to set 
the standard for what a modern 
boat show can provide in fun, en-
tertainment, gathering of knowl-
edge, and of course fulfilling the 
dream of purchasing a new or 
used vessel, equipment, and ac-
cessories.” 

The 2024 show is the second 
edition of the partnership an-
nounced in 2021 between Sail 
America and the California Yacht 
Brokers Association, who entered 
into a licensing agreement for the 
Pacific Sail and Power Boat show 
wherein the CYBA, as show man-
agers, will eventually acquire full 
ownership. Both CYBA and Sail 
America members will receive 
courtesy exhibitor discounts 
when participating in the show. 

Contact: Ty Mellott
Executive Director, CYBA
925-588-8929, ty@cyba.info 
About CYBA: California was the 

first state to require brokers and 
sales personnel to be licensed and 

bonded. Established in 1975 the 
efforts of the California Yacht Bro-
kers Association go beyond that 
which is required by law and offers 
further protection and services to 
the consumer. More information 
can be found at www.cyba.info 

About Sail America: Sail Amer-
ica is the trade association for the 
US sailing industry, providing lead-
ership and a unified voice. Estab-
lished in 1990 by members of the 
sailing industry, Sail America has 
over 200 members representing 
all segments of the sailing market. 
For more, visit www.SailAmerica.
com
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(cont. on page 6)

Annual Dinner… (cont. from page 1)

ethnicities to become a member 
or affiliate with the CYBA. We had 
seven outstanding candidates. Ul-
timately the award was presented 
to Bernadine Trusso of Donna 
Jenkins Marine. 

The Merle Parke Award is 
presented annually at the CYBA 
January dinner to an individual 
who has contributed unselfishly 
to the boating industry in Califor-
nia. The “Merle Parke” has been 
presented since 1985 to a who’s 
who of the marine industry. Merle 
was instrumental in the early 

Numerous brokers and bro-
kerages have been raising the 
alarm over recent additional pric-
ing increases by Boats Group, the 
owner of Yachtworld. A number 
of brokers, suffering from a spate 
of unexpected rate increases, are 
decrying this latest move for its 
arrival during a time of softening 
boat sales. 

Calls for an alternative to the 
pricey Yachtworld advertising 
and multiple listing system have 
been growing across numerous 
brokerage groups and associa-
tions. This latest price increase, 
reportedly to be at percentage 
levels deemed unsustainable by 
some firms, is one in a long list of 
seemingly random price increas-
es by the Internet site and their 

London-based corporate equity 
group. 

The CYBA will be monitoring 

BREAKING NEWS! Yachtworld Raises Prices, Yet Again!
this troubling development and 
reporting updates in future CYBA 
Newsletter editions.
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Remember 
to remind 
those you 

deal with to 
“Look for 
the Logo”
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Celebrating 36 Years of Service 

 Creator of the California One Vessel Offshore Delivery 
 Creator of the CDTFA (f/k/a SBE) Proactive OSD Compliance Package 
 Creator of the Yacht MIPA 

www.wenthurlawgroup.com 
SERVICES OFFERED TO YACHT BROKERS AND THE MARITIME INDUSTRY 

Tax Efficient Vessel Acquisitions Worldwide  
 Vessel Purchases with WLG offshore delivery and 

WLG Proactive CA Sales/Use Tax Exemption Package© 
 Vessel Membership Interest Purchase Agreement 

(MIPA©) structures including not only Vessel due 
diligence but also tax (sales, use, property, income 
and VAT), EPA, and MARPOL, SOLAS and regulatory 
due diligence. (Most MIPA’s can be completed in 48 
hours or less.) 

 Vessel Stock Purchase Agreements with or without 
with post‐closing merger restructuring to avoid future 
inefficient, expensive or illegal ownership structures. 

Property Tax Strategy, Exemption and Minimization.  
WLG is the leader in representing yacht owners 
concerning obtaining exemption from, minimizing or 
reducing California Property Taxes.  WLG has taught the 
maritime industry, including local governments, the true 
basis and methodology of California Property Taxation 
including its constitutional law underpinnings.  
 
Custom Contracts.  WLG is best known for its ability to 
draft custom maritime contracts for the most complex 
maritime transactions conceivable in the most efficient 
and understandable manner possible.    

Vessel New Build Contracts including assistance with 
Technical Team assembly.  WLG has a worldwide web of 
project managers, naval architects and yacht designers. 
WLG will guide your buyer through the phases of 
conception, contract, milestone construction inspections 
and finally the launch phase which includes ownership 
structure, tax, VAT, registration and regulatory planning 
and compliance. 
EU and other Country Vessel Acquisitions.  WLG has a 
worldwide web of VAT, Attorney and Customs experts.   
Most international transactions utilize the WLG 3 
Stakeholder Structure© for the safety and protection of 
the Buyer.  WLG urges you not attempt to use a local US 
Vessel Purchase Agreement for an international 
transaction. 

Proper Broker and Brokerage Operational Structures.  
WLG will consult with brokers and brokerages concerning 
the optimal operational structure from both an income 
tax, estate tax, and regulatory perspective. 
 
Trust & Estate Planning.  WLG will consult with brokers to 
ensure they personally have trust and/or estate plans in 
place to protect them and their families.  WLG has 
drafted and administered thousands of trust and estate 
plans during its 36‐year history. 

The WLG Team – The Attorneys 
WLG believes it is the most efficient maritime tax firm in 
the world with a full staff ready to serve your needs. 

Cris John Wenthur, LL.M. 
(619) 398‐9050 Ext. 201 / cris@wenthurlawgroup.com 
Dane C. Wenthur, Attorney 
(619) 398‐9050 Ext. 202 / dane@wenthurlawgroup.com 
Ashley A. Harris, Attorney 
(619) 398‐9050 Ext. 203 / ashley@wenthurlawgroup.com 

The WLG Team – The Staff 
Hailey Siden, Office Manager (Vessel, Aircraft, Property Taxes) 
(619) 398‐9050 Ext. 100 / hailey@wenthurlawgroup.com 
Will McTaggart, Legal Assistant (Vessel Matters) 
(619) 398‐9050 Ext. 204 / will@wenthurlawgroup.com 
Amanda Kendall, Legal Assistant (Vessel Matters) 
(619) 398‐9050 Ext. 205 / amanda@wenthurlawgroup.com 
Jack Zabel, Legal Assistant (Vessel Matters) 
(619) 398‐9050 Ext. 206 / jack@wenthurlawgroup.com  
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(cont. on next page)

formation of the California Yacht 
Brokers Association. In 1985 the 
CYBA Board of Directors dedicated 
an award to be presented annually 
to the person in the California ma-
rine industry who best embodied 
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the volunteer spirit and dedication to support the 
yacht brokerage business. The first winner, naturally 
enough, was Merle Parke.

Annual Dinner… (cont. from page 6)

(cont. on page 34)
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Maritime Institute & Maritime Publishing - Training & Informing Mariners
Maritime Institute (MI) has 

been training mariners since 
1976. With humble beginnings in 
a small classroom on Rosecrans 
Street, Maritime Institute has 
evolved into the largest provider 
of maritime training in the U.S., 
with 5 locations in California, 
Virginia, Hawaii, and Washington, 
and over 10,000 student training 
sessions annually. The company 
offers over 150 courses that cover 
all aspects of vessel operations 
including deck, engineering, life-
safety, and even small weapons. 
In San Diego, the company has 
over 25,000 SF of training space, 
including full bridge and engine 
room simulators, firefighting and 
damage control trainers, lifeboat 
trainers, welding & machine shop 
training, and 15 classrooms with 
hands-on equipment to provide 
experiential training by one of 
our 65 veteran instructors. MI is a 
certified Global Wind Organization 
training provider for the offshore 

wind market and is certified to of-
fer International Yachtmaster (IYT) 
training for the professional yacht 
market. www.Maritimeinstitute.
com 

In 2020, the company cre-
ated BoaterUTM, an educational 
program for recreational boaters. 
BoaterU is focused on hands-on 
instruction in a boat operation & 
maintenance, with courses cov-
ering diesel engines, outboard 
motors, electrical systems, on-the-
water boat handling and celestial 
navigation. Future courses will 
include marine weather, electron-
ics, and exterior maintenance. MI 
also does the On-The-Water boat 
handling courses for BoatUS Foun-
dation. These courses can provide 
boat owners with discounts on 
their insurance, along with greater 
confidence in vessel handling in 
close quarters and open water. 
www.boateru.com 

Also in 2020, Maritime Insti-
tute created a new division called 

Maritime Publishing and acquired 
a number of publications serving 
the maritime industry, including 
Professional Mariner, Ocean Navi-
gator, Pacific Maritime Magazine, 
Fishermen’s News and most re-
cently, The Log Newspaper. Dave 
Abrams, CEO of Maritime Institute 
serves as publisher. The Log is 
known to most yacht brokers in 
California as THE source for boat-
ing & fishing news in Southern 
California. Maritime Publishing is 
proud to be able to steward this 
great publication into the future! 
www.maritimepublishing.com 

Looking to the future, Mari-
time Institute will continue to 
grow in the training market, add-
ing locations around the country 
to make training more accessible, 
while expanding course offering 
to support both vessel based and 
shipyard based career paths in 
the maritime industry. Maritime 
Publishing will continue to grow 

(cont. on next page)

We specialize in Vessel Appraisals used for Charitable donations,
Estate Tax purposes & Divorce proceedings.

We are proud to be Silver Sponsors of 
The California Yacht Brokers Association

George Gallup, AMS # 733/SAMS
1 781 598 5465
George@GlobalYachtAppraisals.com

Norm LeBlanc, AMS # 31/SAMS SMS
1 617 834 7560

Normsailing@gmail.com
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both print and digital media, with 
plans to include more video based 
offerings to appeal to younger 
mariners. 

Maritime Institute, Maritime 
Publishing and The Log News-
paper are honored to be part of 
CYBA, and we look forward to sup-
porting the industry in growing the 
next generation of boaters! 

Don’t risk the liability!  

 
KATHI FORD, PRESIDENT 

 
 
 
 

 
 

AMERICAN VESSEL DOCUMENTATION ASSOCIATION, INC. 
3857 BIRCH STREET, #27 
NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92660 
949.244.0307 
WWW.AMERICANVESSEL.COM 

Bill Of Sale Warning

MAY 16-19, 2024 
Westpoint Harbor
Redwood City, CA

Is Back In The Bay Area!

PacificBoatShow.com

CA
LI

FO
R

N
IA

 YA
CHT BROKERS ASSO

C
IA

TIO
N

EST. 1975

Show Management provided by Behun Marine Management, LLC



PAGE 10 California Yacht Brokers Association • December 2023 – February 2024

Tax Liens And An Unforseen Risk Avoided
Upon receipt of an Abstract of 

Title (lien search) from the USCG it 
was discovered that the California 
Dept of Tax & Fee Administration 
(CDTFA), (formerly known as: 
State Board of Equalization) had 
filed two Notices of Claim of Lien 
(NCL) with the USCG. Having had 
experience with Claims of Lien 
placed by the taxing authority, 
I immediately called the collec-
tion department in Sacramento, 
bypassing the automated phone 
maze to obtain the amount due 
to release both liens. Happy to 
get this information so quickly, I 
provided the broker with the pay-
off and keep the boat on track to 
close on schedule. 

Fast forward two days to the 
morning of closing. I received a 
very unusual call from the supervi-
sor at the CDTFA to let me know 
the information they provided was 
not entirely correct. The NCL that 
was reflected on the Abstract of 
Title was for an entirely different 
boat owned by the seller and the 
‘amount due bill’ (for this specific 
boat) had not yet been sent to 
the seller. Also, there would be 
additional fees due from past 
due taxes on other property. Talk 
about having a mild heart attack. 
She also informed me that unless 
ALL monies due were received 
(including those on other boats) 
they would most likely NOT issue 
a Satisfaction of Lien for this boat. 
NOT a good situation! I immedi-
ately called the broker to let him 
know. If bad situation could get 
worse, it did and fast! The broker 
told me that a wire had already 
been sent to the seller and checks 
cut. Scrambling, he ran at break-
neck speed to the bank to see if 
he could stop the wire or at the 
very least provide the state with 
the bank account/wiring informa-
tion as to where the money had 
been sent with the thoughts that 
perhaps they could intercept. 

So much can happen five min-
utes. Good things and bad. Worse 
can happen in six. The broker 
immediately bolted to the bank 
to reverse the wire. One more 

minute and it would have been 
ugly. Really ugly. 

Even though we avoided a 
disaster, I am pretty sure we lost a 
few years off our lives. Had the su-
pervisor from the state called any 
later than she did, we would be 
meeting with our attorneys to fig-
ure out how to defend ourselves 
against something completely out 
of our control. Or so we thought.

The CDTFA emailed the broker 
a breakdown of the fees to be paid 
a few days later letting him know 
the amount to be held out from 
his trust account to satisfy the 
lien so that the deal could close; 
she would follow up with another 
email that included the forms to 
be included with the check. 

Almost two days later, the 
broker finally received the forms 
to be included with payment of 
the liens. Forms that demanded 
an additional $350. Followed by 
a phone call from a supervisor to 
let me know that they would not 
be releasing ANY of the liens until 
ALL funds due were received for 
all boats currently and previously 
owned by the seller, totaling al-

most $13,000. This is where I 
called in the big guns. I reached 
out to a maritime attorney for 
help. 

The attorney cited: The argu-
ment with respect to tax liens is 
that the asserted lien is “Non-
maritime” since it did not arise out 
of a maritime transaction.  United 
States v. Flood 247 F. 2d 209 citing 
a 1939 treatise called Robinson 
on Admiralty.  CDTFA does have a 
state created lien but that is not a 
maritime lien and therefore under 
46 USC Section 31343 (heading) 
reference for recording a Notice of 
Claim of Lien is intended to apply 
to maritime liens and not liens in 
general. In other words, federal 
law has no provision for asserting 
a tax lien as a maritime lien.

Information in hand, I charged 
forward and demanded the CDT-
FA release the NCL immediately. 

30 days later I had my releases 
of lien in hand! Whoo Hoo! Score 
1 for the little guy, or girl in my 
case!

Kathi (Krencik) Ford, 
President
Reliable Documentation, Inc. 

Lending Associates Is Ready To Sail The Uncharted 
Waters Of 2024

February 2024 – Chances 
are that 2024 is going to be an 
unpredictable one with contin-
ued short-term rate adjustments, 
economic uncertainty, potential 
disruptions in the global sup-
ply chain and let us not forget, 
a presidential election year. But 
like any great captain, at Lending 
Associates we always hope for 
calm seas however we prepare 
for unpredictable ones. We have 
built our company to be resilient 
and agile to seize opportunities 
for continued growth, most im-
portantly, to continue to serve our 
yacht brokers and retail clients 
with excellent service.

Like many of our CYBA part-
ners, we have survived recessions 
as well as celebrated unprec-

edented growth years. What we 
have learned along the way is 
how to balance saving for a rainy 
day while continuing to invest in 
good people, strong partnerships, 
and innovative technology. By 
strategically allocating resources, 
streamlining our processes, and 
equipping our employees and our 
clients with the right tools, we will 
weather any storm together.

What can we do together to 
ensure our clients get the boat-
ing experience of their dreams in 
2024? First, we can help buyers 
to act quickly when they find the 
right boat through our loan pre-
approval process. Second, we can 
provide customized loan options 
that will fit their unique financial 

(cont. on next page)
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June 2021Serving West Coast Brokers for over 32 years! 19

49’ DEFEVER PILOTHOUSE 2018
A well equipped pilothouse trawler with 2 staterooms 
and 2 heads. Powered with Twin Diesel John Deere 225hp 
w/ only 370 hours, Side Power bow thruster, ABT Trac Stabilizers, 
Cruiseaire reverse cycle climate control, Top of the line  Garmin electronics, 
Isoderm drawer freezer and refrigeration, Zodiac Seasport 340
w/ Yamaha 40hp OB.  $795,000

Elliott Bay Yacht Sales   |   2601 West Marina Place, Suite D   |   Seattle
206.285.9563   |   info@elliottbayyachtsales.com

travelers�com

The Travelers Indemnity Company and its property casualty affiliates� One Tower Square� Hartford� CT �����

© ���� The Travelers Indemnity Company� All rights reserved� Travelers and the Travelers Umbrella logo are registered trademarks of The Travelers Indemnity Company in the U�S� and other countries� 
BOMAD������P New ����

Don’t be left high and dry� Let us quote your marine  
insurance today� Complete coverage at competitive rates�

Call or email now for a free quotePleasure vessel coverage

Commercial coverage

Ocean Marine Insurance

Offering top rated insurers since ����
Marine insurance specialists

Michael Hayden
michael@haydeninsurance.com

Gina Glassell Doyle
gina@haydeninsurance.com

Pleasure vessel coverage

Call or email now for a free quote

Commercial coverage

800.723.1170  
HaydenInsurance.com             

info@haydeninsurance.com  
151 Shipyard Way, Suite 1,  
Newport Beach, CA 92663

Don’t be left high and dry. Let us quote your marine   
insurance today. Complete coverage at competitive rates.

58  ̓Monk Twin Diesel 
Flybridge Cruiser

Transferable 65ʼ Liveaboard slip / Oxnard
$127,000

CAVANAUGH  CLASSICS
805-206-4394

06-ElliottBay_June2021.indd   2 5/26/2021   10:17:40 PM

 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                          Your Documentation Experts Since 1983 
 Proudly assisting vessel owners in documenting and registering their boats. 

UU..SS..  CCooaasstt  GGuuaarrdd  DDooccuummeennttaattiioonn  ♦  SSttaattee  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  
 

11005500  RRoosseeccrraannss  SSttrreeeett,,  SSuuiittee  33  
SSaann  DDiieeggoo,,  CCAA  9922110066  

619.223.2279    619.223.1002  
info@DonaJenkins.com ♦ www.DonaJenkins.com 

 
Active / Founding Member 

Maritime Document Service, Inc.  
Specializing in Vessel  Documentation  

position and needs. Third, we will work to get the 
most value out of their purchase by focusing on the 
lowest cost of financing. And last, we will walk hand 
and hand through the process together, ensuring 
confidence and transparency for the buyer.

Lending Associates is a proud member and spon-
sor of the California Yacht Brokers Association. For 
more information visit www.Lending-Associates.com

Lending Associates… (cont. from page 10)

Richard Boland Yachts Welcomes 
George Sikich

After 25 years as own-
er operator of Kensington 
Yachts George has decid-
ed to close the doors and 
join Richard Boland Yachts. 
George Is a Certified Profes-
sional Yacht Broker (CPYB) 
he is a past CYBA president 
and is a current CYBA board 
member. He brings a vast 
knowledge of power & sail 
vessels and has worked on 
both coasts.
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Dedicated to offering competitive 
and unique policy options with 
the top carriers of our industry. 

Our seasoned agents work on your 
behalf to provide consultation, risk 

mitigation, and comprehensive 
yacht insurance coverage at the 

most competitive price.

Catering to yachts up to 300 feet, 
each policy is uniquely tailored to fit 

your individual needs

John Jarvie
(954) 522-2262

Bahia Mar Yachting Center

www.overseainsurance.com

Registration Is Now Open For The 
California Boating Congress

Join Us In Sacramento On
March 12-13, 2024

Annual event is THE must attend conference to 
meet government officials who impact our industry.

Registration is now open for the 8th Annual 
California Boating Congress. The Legislative Recep-
tion kicks off the event on March 12 followed by the 
one-day policy conference on March 13 just steps 
away from California’s State Capitol in Sacramento. 

State Treasurer Fiona Ma will open the confer-
ence on March 13 to discuss programs the State of 
California offers that can benefit marinas, boating, 
and water recreation. Attendees will then hear from 
state legislators and top regulators on issues like in-
surance, California Air Resources Board regulations, 
and an economic outlook for the state’s marine and 
waterways industry.

Our industry’s voice is needed now more than 
ever in California. Join us for the California Boating 
Congress to help shape legislation and regulations 
that are facing you and your business.

For more information call Nick Garcia at (916) 
215-3621 or email mra@marina.org

Reminder to Please Update
The CYBA Contact Info To 

The Following
CYBA

P.O. Box 2323
Martinez, CA 94553

925-588-8929
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Professional 
Knowledgeable 

Reliable 
 

1901 Newport Blvd., Suite 274 
Costa Mesa, CA  92627 

(949) 209‐8870 
Info@VessDocs.com 

 
 

Adopt, don’t shop!  Proud Supporter of Ghetto Rescue Ffoundation www.GhettoRescue.org 

 

With over two decades of experience, RELIABLE DOCUMENTATION, INC. is THE 

LEADER in handling all aspects of US Coast Guard Documentation as well as state 

registrations and  titling. Reliable Documentation,  Inc. takes pride  in providing 

exceptional  and  professional  customer  service  by making  sure  paperwork  is 

handled quickly and reliably.   We understand the value of time, that deals can 

happen in the blink of an eye, and clients can’t afford to wait for paperwork. 

LENDING ASSOCIATES
YA C H T,  A I R C R A F T  &  R V  F I N A N C I N G

BOAT LOANSBOAT LOANS
Excellent Rates & Service

Call or Email for a FREE Quote

www.Lending-Associates.com

Northern California
Sally Kraft 925-963-2926

Sally@Lending-Associates.com

Southern California
Natalie Reyes 714-306-1680

Natalie@Lending-Associates.com

Southern California
Dan Bell 949-463-8071

Dan@Lending-Associates.com
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Sold boats by length, 2022-2023
All values are in USD and represent self-reported sold boat data

North America
Length Group No. of Boats Total Value Avg Sold Price Avg Days on Market

 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023

<26 14,839 16,053 $735,415,892 $856,051,040 $49,737 $53,353 106 133

26-35 9,117 8,911 $1,069,365,096 $1,118,744,398 $117,945 $126,696 153 172

36-45 5,154 4,561 $1,167,542,835 $1,099,083,544 $227,980 $243,817 189 201

46-55 1,341 1,187 $585,304,280 $573,931,545 $437,180 $490,496 259 221

56-79 603 488 $611,393,473 $661,578,098 $1,013,182 $1,310,194 295 254

80+ 156 136 $490,558,705 $634,539,849 $3,128,915 $4,711,109 323 266

Total 31,210 31,336 $4,659,580,282 $4,943,928,474 $153,258 $164,025 145 161

International 
Length 
Group No. of Boats Total Value Avg Sold Price Avg Days on Market

 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023

<26 7,002 7,393 $1,801,947,608 $1,402,227,700 $266,496 $190,889 225 214

26-35 1,869 1,751 $562,730,574 $464,250,709 $312,587 $287,894 181 208

36-45 1,262 1,201 $473,032,238 $442,888,898 $386,100 $355,597 250 223

46-55 426 380 $343,634,474 $329,911,612 $825,231 $865,294 376 314

56-79 228 191 $459,153,339 $516,222,252 $2,060,969 $2,530,249 476 400

80+ 68 78 $297,263,089 $328,357,258 $4,571,203 $4,528,564 570 380

Total 10,855 10,994 $3,937,761,321 $3,483,858,429 $373,226 $317,587 234 223

California 
Length Group No. of Boats Total Value Avg Sold Price Avg Days on Market

 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023

<26 587 597 $28,199,628 $36,183,309 $47,404 $57,725 119 147

26-35 744 660 $64,207,084 $61,539,313 $85,687 $93,672 123 164

36-45 629 579 $101,789,223 $91,852,066 $161,796 $158,705 153 174

46-55 234 190 $85,060,287 $69,106,922 $360,652 $365,505 202 253

56-79 69 61 $52,917,650 $47,809,250 $781,430 $754,615 226 265

80+ 9 11 $9,119,000 $26,765,000 $893,489 $2,019,107 924 290

Total 2,272 2,098 $341,292,871 $333,255,859 $150,572 $158,435 143 173

(cont. on page 16)

2022-2023 Sold Boats Stats



Boating Memories
CPYB Brokers Make 

Boat Buying A Breeze
A Certified Professional Yacht Broker (CPYB)  

is recognized having achieved the 
highest level of industry accreditation 

through testing & continuing education. 
A CPYB will exceed industry standards to 

ensure your sale or purchase is 
a smooth & easy transaction. 

Don’t settle for inexperience! 

Contact your nearest CPYB throughout 
the US & Canada at cpyb.net/search 

and enjoy great memories.

We partner with the best in the industry:
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Marine Finance

Jim Weston
Southern California

Cell: 949-278-9467
Office: 949-475-0760

jweston@tridentfunding.com
https://southwestloandepot.com

Joan Burleigh
Northern California

Cell: 510-612-8300
Office: 510-749-0050

jburleigh@tridentfunding.com

Marinas/Resorts • Yacht Clubs
Dealers/Brokers • Rental Vessels

Yacht B&B • Charter/Tour/Fishing Vessels
Vessel Repair Facilities • Boat Builders

Marine Contractors • Workboats
Marine Products Manufacturers

Wholesalers & Distributers

Doug Rader - Your Commercial Marine Specialist
Direct: 209-334-2858 drader@truexins.com

Commercial Marine Insurance

Doug Rader

Lic. #0E54003

Sold Boats by Age Range - Global
Age Range No. of Boats Total Value Avg Sold Price Avg Days on Market

 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023
Current Year 4,241 4,888 $713,089,516 $905,757,122 $175,929 $193,436 150 176

1 Year 2,150 2,940 $603,431,845 $740,039,621 $288,861 $262,664 147 213

2 Years 1,698 2,047 $520,082,306 $580,139,008 $324,337 $299,730 143 143

3-5 Years 5,140 5,179 $1,400,949,984 $1,643,344,481 $279,918 $318,173 123 144

6-10 Years 5,435 5,645 $1,494,100,132 $1,570,054,436 $289,586 $290,186 148 149

10+ Years 23,401 21,631 $3,865,687,819 $2,988,452,234 $172,178 $140,808 190 190

Summary
Overall, global boat sales in 2023 were relatively flat (+1%) compared to 2022. The < 26’ length group 

was the primary driver of sustaining the YoY growth, with 7% more sales in 2023 than in 2022. Further 
accelerating performance of the < 26’ segment was a decrease in the average price (-18%) of boats sold in 
2023, providing a counterbalance to the price points for larger boats averaging 15% higher than in 2022. 

As new inventory production normalized - and in some cases, scaled back - in 2023 following the demand 
surge of the pandemic, sales for newer boats (less than 10 years old) grew YoY in 2023. Specifically, boats 1 
to 2 years old saw the highest growth rates, likely driven by more days on the market and diminished prices 
compared to 2022. Current year models reported in soldboats.com showed healthy YoY growth, even as 
prices were up 10% and boats stayed on the market nearly a month longer than in 2022. 

In conclusion, the global boat sales landscape in 2023 stayed on a steady course, signaling resilience 
amid normalizing demand, economic uncertainty, and rising costs. While these headwinds will carry into 
2024, industry thought leaders agree that the boating industry’s long-term health looks good.

Sold Boats… (cont. from page 14)
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www.danapoint-shipyard.com

South Orange County’s Premier Yacht Services Center
34671 Puerto Place, Dana Point, Ca 92629 

949-661-1313

Newly renovated facility, New state of the art travelift
with 187,000 lbs. capacity & 25’ beam width.

MERCURY ZUES POD CERTIFIED, CUMMINS, YANMAR, KOHLER CERTIFIED

Specialties include: 
Shafting\running gear, LP Paint, Bow\Stern

thruster installs, 
thru-hulls and seacocks, 

seachest\transducer installs, 
structural fiberglass, bottom paint, 

all mechanical, electrical & plumbing,
repowers\refits

Mercury Zeus Pod certified, cuMMins, yanMar Kohler certified

Legislative Update
Beau Biller
CYBA Lobbyist

With the New Year, the Cali-
fornia Legislature returned last 
week to start the second year 
of its two-year session. The new 
year brought about new change 
in the legislature – which always 
makes it more exciting around 
the State Capitol. Most notably 
there is a changing of the guard 
in both houses that will result in 
shuffling of committee member-
ships, leadership positions, and 
the innerworkings of each re-
spective house.

Last year, Robert Rivas (D-
Salinas) was elected Speaker of 
the Assembly. Right before the 
new year, he made changes to 
committee assignments and is 
settling in for what is likely sev-
eral years at the helm. As with 
any new Speaker, his earliest 
and most ardent supporters have 
been rewarded with leadership 
and prime committee posts. In 

early February, 
Senator Mark 
McGuire (D-
North Coast) 
will take over 
as President 
Pro-Tempore 
of the Senate. 
You can ex-
pect shuffling 
of committee assignments and 
leadership positions when he is 
formally installed on February 5. 
Currently the legislature is deal-
ing with left-over bills from last 
year that must be dealt with in 
January while at the same time 
introducing new legislation that 
will have to be acted on prior the 
August 31.

The lobby team will review 
the new legislation for potential 
impacts on MRA members. Simi-
larly, we’ve combed through the 
Governor’s newly released state 
budget proposal for impacts and 
changes at the Department of 

Parks and Recreation and Divi-
sion of Boating and Waterways 
(DBAW). In our monthly meet-
ings with Division staff, we un-
derstand no major changes are 
expected, but last year you may 
recall the Department of Finance 
proposed a fee increase almost 
without warning so we will re-
main on guard.

DBAW’s latest report is no 
formal action on a comprehen-
sive budget proposal to deal 
with Harbor and Watercraft Re-
volving Fund. In my experience, 
that could be subject to change 
given the state’s $37 billion pro-
jected budget shortfall. Given the 
Governor’s budget release, the 
legislature’s respective Budget 
Committees will start their work 
to make adjustments ahead of 
the May Budget Revision. They 
will then cobble together the 
budget that must pass by June 
15, 2024.

(cont. on page 18)
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Last year you might recall the 
Department of Finance proposed 
a sticker increase late in the pro-
cess without other tax increment 
reforms. That proposal was met 
with stiff opposition from the 
recreational boating community 
and never made it into an actual 
bill. The Harbor and Watercraft 
Revolving Fund should be sol-
vent for another year with the 
changes in beach erosion fund-
ing and Aquatic Invasive Spe-
cies reductions, but without the 
General Fund support that DBAW 

currently utilizes, I expect a fee 
increase to be proposed in the 
not-so-distant future.

In addition to the scrutiny 
of bills and budget items there 
are impacts related to regulatory 
changes and market trends that 
we plan to address at the annual 
CBC March 12-13, 2024 in Sacra-
mento. Your MRA team has been 
working hard on a robust agenda 
so you can hear from the Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board staff 
on proposed recreational vessel 
emission reduction plans and the 

implementation of the Commer-
cial Harbor Craft regulations and 
dockside changes. We expect 
dozens of legislators and admin-
istrative leaders to attend the 
event and we need you to share 
your thoughts with policy makers 
about the challenges our industry 
will face in the next year. Sign up 
today for the 8th Annual Califor-
nia Boating Congress below.

As always, please reach out 
to me directly if I can be of any 
help.

Legislative Update… (cont. from page 17)

By Dean West
This column is the first in an 

occasional series discussing the 
CYBA’s legislative and advocacy 
activities written by Advocacy and 
Legislative Committee Chairman 
and CYBA Past President, Dean 
West.

There is no such word as 
“legisplaning.” I made it up to put 
a handle on the act of defining/
explaining topics of regulatory, 
legislative, or community/industry 
advocacy to individuals (such as 
the reader) who may or may not 
have any interest whatsoever in 
hearing/reading it. However, listen 
to me enough on these topics, 
and I’ll alarm you into being a 
regular follower, if not an eventual 
advocate!

We live, recreate and work in 
a beautiful state, albeit one with 
a notable list of challenges. First 
and foremost, in our one-party 
governed state, is the propen-
sity for Sacramento bureaucrats 
to foist unexpected and often 
inexplicable regulation and leg-
islation on Californians. With no 
significant pushback from an op-
position party, the super-majority 
is able to rain down any number 
of unneeded, unwanted and often 
unforeseen obstacles onto our ef-
forts to conduct our businesses in 
a free and open marketplace. As 
a result, your CYBA maintains a 

Legisplaning
vigilant awareness, that results in 
our observing and involving your 
association in these matters of 
state. The Advocacy and Legisla-
tive Committee, as well as your 
Board of Directors and your execu-
tive Director, spend an inordinate 
amount of our (volunteer) time, 
trying to stay ahead of the game, 
striving to be able to effectively 
look out for our CYBA members, 
our clients, and the recreational 
boating industry in California as 
a whole.

In return for our vigilance, 
we ask our membership (in par-
ticular), and the Boating public (in 
general), to pay attention as much 
as you can to what is going on in 
the state as regards recreational 
boating. We urge you to respond 
to our occasional requests for as-
sistance, to read our publications 
and emails, and to engage with 
us regarding our concerns for the 
industry and our activities to pre-
serve boating access and a robust 
boat sales and support industry in 
California. 

There are currently many po-
tential areas of concern for our 
industry and our state’s boaters. 

In no particular order they are:
Gov. Newsome’s Pathways 

to 30x30: Accelerating Conserva-
tion of California’s Nature  (30 x 
30) https://www.californianature.
ca.gov/pages/30x30 

NOAA’s North Atlantic Right 
Whale Vessel Speed Rule Assess-
ment, https://www.noaa.gov/
news-release/noaa-proposes-
new-vessel-speed-regulations-
to-protect-north-atlantic-right-
whales, and our most-pressing 
concern, the huge problem of 
Abandoned and Derelict Vessels, 
https://www.slc.ca.gov/aban-
doned-vessels-program/ 

We will be examining and 
discussing these topics in future 
issues of the CYBA News. Please 
take time to read up on them, and 
don’t hesitate to email me if you 
have questions, or if you would 
like to join in the fight to stay 
informed, vigilant, and proactive. 
The CYBA Board asks that you go 
to: https://www.boatingunited.
org/ and sign up to receive up-
dates on issues that demand 
industry reaction.

I encourage your feedback on 
this Legisplaning column. If you 
would like further information, or 
would like to lend your support, 
please e-mail me at legislation@
cyba.info. 

About the author: Dean West is 
owner/broker for Dean A. West Ma-
rine Enterprises. He is Chairman of 
the CYBA’s Advocacy and Legislation 
Committee and of the CYBA’S Ethics 
Committee, a CYBA Past President 
and current Board Member.
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Whether you are looking to finance a sport boat, 
cruiser, mega yacht or RV, or refinancing your 
existing loan, Newcoast Financial Services can 

design a financing program to meet your unique 
needs. Our professional team of loan specialists 

have years of experience and are available to help 
answer your questions throughout the process.

Terry Maxwell
(949) 290-1710 • terry@newcoast.com

www.newcoast.com

Boat Loans that can
make your dream a reality

Request your personalized quote

By Jeff Merrill, CPYB
I’ll say it again. The best thing I did to further my 

yacht broker career was to study for and pass the 
CPYB examination. This has opened countless doors 
and afforded me fantastic networking opportunities 
across the country. CPYB standards of excellence is 
reciprocated. When you are doing a deal with a CPYB, 
even if it is somebody you have never worked with 
before, there is a underlying confidence that busi-
ness will be conducted in a trustworthy and ethical 
manner.

The CYBA is represented at the national level on 
the CAC (Certification Advisory Council) by three bro-
kers (Nick Friedman, CPYB, Mik Maguire, CPYB and 
Jeff Merrill, CPYB) as well as our executive director, Ty 
Mellott. The amount of information shared between 
the leaders of these associations is outstanding. The 
CPYB program requires continuing education, and 
that alone helps me and my fellow CPYBs stay on top 
of our games as yacht brokers. Want a sneak peek? 
Go to CPYB.net

I have just completed my first year as chairman 
of the CAC, a job I take very seriously. I’m proud to 
say we continue to add new professionals to the pro-
gram by offering them the knowledge and prestige 
that comes with the ultimate yacht broker credential. 

The CAC annual in-person meeting was held 

CYBA Representation In The CPYB Program
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida this past November. We 
reviewed 2023 and planned for 2024. There are 
additional opportunities for current CPYB‘s to earn 
continuing education credits, through webinars, exam 
study sessions, and live events.

In December I returned to Fort Lauderdale to 
present the Vincent Petrella Chairmans Award at the 
IYBA/YBAA summit. This is the East Coast equivalent 

(cont. on page 20)
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Protecting Your 
Adventure for
30 Years
For three decades yacht owners have 
chosen Novamar Insurance Group
for their insurance solutions.

With NYP Protection you’re guaranteed:
• Competitive Premiums
• Local / Worldwide Navigation
• Skippered Charter Coverage
• Inshore / Offshore Racing Coverage
• A-Rated Insurance Company
• Policies Issued In-house
• 24/7 CLAIMS Department

CA LIC. # OI66844  •  SAN DIEGO, CA  •  SEATTLE, WA  •  SARASOTA, FL  •  PUERTO VALLARTA | CANCUN, MEX

Ask about our enhanced Novamar Yacht Program (NYP) offering more flexible, 
comprehensive coverages that better meet the needs of yacht owners worldwide. 
Call us at 800-823-2798 or visit novamarinsurance.com to learn more. 

It’s About You, Our Client!

Y A C H T  I N S U R A N C E

of our very popular CYBA legal seminar with interest-
ing subjects and a variety of knowledgeable speakers.

Seminar topics included: pre-purchase surveys, 
forms update, professional practices, an entertaining 
session called, “What would I tell my younger self?” 
which included some key veterans in the industry. 
E-signing (including electronic notarization), the auc-
tion option as an alternative to traditional yacht sales, 
an insurance segment and a long awaited announce-
ment that IYBA expects to launch the industry owned 
yacht brokerage retail facing website for consumers 

called “YachtR.com”. The day wrapped up with the 
keynote speech presented by former NFL professional 
head football coach, Mike Smith.

It was my honor to present the CAC Chairmans 
award to Brian Commette, CPYB, of Northrup and 
Johnson. Brian is a past president of YBAA, past chair-
man of the CAC, and a founding member of the CPYB 
program. It is inspiring to work with all so many great 
brokers from all over North America, and I thank you 
for the privilege of allowing me to represent the CYBA. 

If you are interested in learning more about the 
CPYB program, please feel free to get in touch with 
me, Nick or Mick. It’s never too late to better yourself 
and if you are a career yacht broker, I truly believe 
that becoming a CPYB is the single most important 
thing you can do to improve your business.
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*Google Analytics
**InfoLink

ACCESS THE LARGEST 
AUDIENCE OF YACHT BUYERS 

IN THE WORLD.

monthly visitors*

4 million

people who submitted 
a lead on YachtWorld, 

purchased a boat**

1 in 8 

Sell your boat quicker and 
for the best price with our 
access to:

The World’s Largest MLS 
(over 36,000 co-brokerage listings)

3,000+ Yacht Brokers

The Soldboats Database

Be featured in the all-new 
YachtWorld App: 

out of 54.7
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Holiday Paddleboard Parade For Toys For Tots
On December 3, Kim Dumas 

along with Denison Yachting host-
ed a fun and festive paddleboard 
event benefiting Toys for Tots. It 
was a beautiful, Southern Califor-
nia sunny day with calm waters. 
In the spirit of the holiday and the 
season of giving, each paddler was 
asked to bring an unwrapped toy. 
One by one, Santa’s showed up 
to the Denison office where they 
launched their paddleboards from 
the dock.

The first stop on the parade 
was the San Diego Yacht Club 
which was holding their annual 
Operation Helping Hand event 
supporting military families. There 
were a lot of kiddies there enjoy-
ing the holiday festivities so you 
can imagine their surprise as 
they looked out to see a swarm 
of Santa’s paddling toward them. 

After posing for photos and 
putting smiles on the faces of the 
children and their parents, the 
Santa’s paddled to the Southwest-
ern Yacht Club and then across to 

the Silvergate Yacht Club and the 
hotels lining Shelter Island where 
they heartily entertained the many 

onlookers. Ho ho ho! Who’s in for 
next year? 
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FINANCING
MADE SIMPLE 8 55- 725- 9 253

Just complete our 
online application

 and we will take care 
of the rest.

By Nick Friedman
No matter what delivery system you man use for your 

forms, whether CYBA’s RightSignature with the ShareFile 
storage and organization system, YachtCloser, IYBA’s new 
BoatDox, YachtsForSale.com or other. The CYBA forms are 
the only set of documents specifically designed for Cali-
fornia. They are the only forms that offer CYBA arbitration.

As long as you are CYBA members, your access to 
these California forms are guaranteed. Currently several 
Listing Agreement changes have just been reviewed by 
Tom Russell, our of counsel and originator of the forms. 
These address clarity in paragraph four regarding com-
mission calculation and some new verbiage addressing 
the need for client authorization regarding decisions with 
cooperating brokerages. Some recommendations of his 
will be incorporated and then the proposed changes will 
be reviewed by the Division of Boating and Waterways. 
Upon their approval we will incorporate the changes and 
move on to the Purchase Agreement.

It is the goal of the CYBA to have the most advanced 
and specifically California targeted forms available and 
serve you, our brokerage community. It is worth knowing 
that the RightSignature/ShareFile program offered by Citrix 
through the CYBA has an automated file storage compo-
nent that will build a robust electronic storage system 
easily combining e-signed and wet signed documents.

Suggestions are always welcome at forms@CYBA.info 

Forms Corner

Department of Parks and Recreation

Division of Boating and Waterways – California 

Boater Card

P.O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

https://boatercard.parks.ca.gov/Application
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The 2023 Annual Christmas Party and Canned 
Food Drive was held at a new venue for the first 
time since the closing of our beloved Fiddler’s Green 
Tavern, and what a gala event it turned out to be! 

A much-anticipated waterfront event for nearly 
20 years, each December we are so blessed to have 
this opportunity to come together and celebrate the 
holiday season. Guests this year were treated to li-
bations and freshly cooked Paella, accompanied by 
live music poolside at the welcoming Safe Harbor 
Sunroad Marina. The weather cooperated nicely, and 
with the warm fire pits and heat lamps, the outdoor 
venue made for a pleasant and enjoyable evening 
for all. Joining together in celebration were over 150 
revelers from all facets of our waterfront community, 
including yacht brokers and salespeople, boat yards, 
insurance and finance companies, marina personnel 
and many others. 

Of great pride and satisfaction was the collection 
of over 400 lbs. of canned food for the San Diego 
Food Bank, allowing the partygoers to give back to 
our community, and to help provide holiday food for 
our less fortunate neighbors. We know there to be 
great appreciation by the recipients, for this timely 
and needed support. 

I want to extend my sincere appreciation to all 
those generous sponsors, who provided the dona-
tions needed to continue this wonderful waterfront 
community tradition.

Sponsors 
• Intrepid Yachts 
• Toomey Yacht Sales 
• Christian & Company Marine Surveyors 
• Georges DeBoelpaep 
• Leanne McNally 
• Wenthur Law Group, LLP 
• Bunker Hill Marine Surveyor 
• Shelter Island Inflatables, LLC 
• Law Offices of Paul S. Trusso, APC 

• Dona Jenkins Maritime Document Service, Inc. 
• Dean A. West Marine Enterprises 
• Judy Donnelly – San Diego Marine Exchange 
• Novamar Yacht Insurance 
• Barnacle Buster – Johnny LaFata 
• Chuck Hovey Yachts 
• South Coast Yachts, Inc. 
• Marine Group Boat Works, LLC 
• Coleman Marine Diesel 
• Maritime Institute/Log Newspaper 
• Jerry Hall & Lydia Raynoha 
• Ullman Sails San Diego 
• Joni Geis 
• Peter Zaleski 
• Randy Spicer 
• Fraser Yachts California

San Diego Broker’s Forum Annual Christmas Party
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Past President & Treasurer – Peter Zaleski, Secretary – James Murrell, Wayne Goldman - Director, President Mark P. White, 2nd Vice President – 
Leilani Wales, Nick Friedman - Director, Charles Ullman – Director, Vice President Dean West & Executive Director Ty Mellott. (not pictured George 
Sikich – Director)

The 2024-2025 California Yacht Brokers Asso-
ciation Board of Directors were installed mid-Janu-
ary with newly elected Board Members Dean West, 
James Murrell and Charles Ullman succeeding retir-
ing Board Members Mik Maquire, Scott McNerney 
and Russ Carrington. Returning Directors Nick Fried-
man, Wayne Goldman, George Sikich, Leilani Wales, 
Mark P. White, and Peter Zaleski round out the new 
Board.

Elected officers for 2024 are:
• President – Mark P. White
• Vice President – Dean West
• 2nd Vice President – Leilani Wales
• Treasurer – Past President Peter Zaleski
• Secretary – James Murrell and
 Assistant Secretary – Charles Ullman
Appointed & Returning Committee Chairs:
• Advocacy & Legislation Chair – Dean West
• Annual Dinner Chair – Leilani Wales
• Arbitration Chair – Dennis Moran
• Boat Show Chair – Mark P. White
• CYBA Newsletter Editor – George Sikich
• Ethics Chair – Dean West

• Forms Chair – Nick Friedman
• GEO Chair – Lelani Wales
• Legal Seminar Chair – Peter Zaleski
• Membership Chair – Wayne Goldman
• Sponsorship Chair – Scott McNerney
Introduction of the new Board, along with in-

dustry-bestowed commendations were made at the 
CYBA Annual Dinner, held this year at the South-
western Yacht Club in San Diego, which proved to 
be a great success wherein members and guests 
alike enjoyed conversation, dinner, Association pro-
gramming, and entertainment.

Awards presented during the dinner were be-
stowed upon: Mik Maguire and Scott McNerney for 
Appreciation of Service to the BOD; Past President 
award to Peter Zaleski; the highly esteemed 2022 
Merle B. Parke Award to Mik Maguire; and the first 
annual GEO Women of the Waterfront Award went 
to the deserving Bernadine Trusso of Dona Jenkins 
Maritime Document Service.

In other business, the date for the 2024 Yacht 
Sales and the Law Seminar was announced that it 
will be held on October 9th, 2024.

2024 CYBA Board Of Directors And Officers



Bay Area Restaurant With “Great Gatsby” Yacht, Opens Just In Time For 
The CYBA 2024 Pacific Sail & Power Boat Show
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Arrival by boat. Waterfront views. A floor-to-
ceiling jellyfish aquarium. Have you ever wanted 
to dine like the millionaire Jay Gatsby from F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby”? Pretty soon, you’ll 
get your chance.

A new restaurant from some highly capable 
players behind San Francisco’s Waterbar, Epic 
Steak and Mersea hopes to elicit these vibes of gran-
deur when it opens in Redwood City later this month. 
But it’s not just for those seeking the opulence of 
New York’s Roaring Twenties.

Hurrica Restaurant and Bar, at 150 Northpoint 
Court in Westpoint Harbor, is conceived of as a cel-
ebration of the Bay Area boating community, seafood 
and live-fire cooking. Located on an industrial tip 
of the Peninsula where Cemex still has a sand and 
gravel operation as well as a cement business, the 
draw to the area is the Westpoint Harbor. Whether 
you own a yacht, a skiff or a kayak, or just enjoy dip-
ping your feet in the water, Hurrica will be an entirely 
new restaurant concept that hasn’t been seen before 
in the Bay Area, according to co-founding partner 
MeeSun Boice.

“Most yacht clubs fall into two branches. You 
are either the fancy, expensive yacht club and the 
members drive the food, or you’re a smaller yacht 
club with no food,” Boice told SFGATE in a Zoom 
interview. “Hurrica is a commercial restaurant, not a 
restaurant owned by a yacht club, which is unique.”

Translation: This will be a great place to eat fresh 

Dona B. Jenkins
Born: 12/20/1931 in Eufaula Oklahoma
Died: 12/21/2023 at the age of 92. In her home in San Diego, CA
Married to John T. Jenkins on May 30, 1954. John Died in July of 2010.
Dona started working with the Coast guard civil server in 1959, San Francisco, CA
My Father (John T. Jenkins) was transferred to San Diego in 1965
Karen Williams, their only child was boat in San Francisco in 1955

Dona went to work with the Coast Guard in San Diego. She started as the Licensing 
Officer for all the fishermen. She was later promoted to Documentation officer.

When Reagan was in office, he closed many Coast Guard offices. San Diego was 
closed, and she was offered the documentation officer position in Long Beach, CA which she declined and 
took an early retirement.

In 1983 she opened Dona Jenkins Maritime Document Service, Inc. in June of 1983. Her daughter Karen 
joined her in February of 1984. Dona was respected by the boating industry. Many remembered her kindness 
during her years with the Coast Guard. I think that is one of the reasons the business did so well.

Dona and Karen were the founding members of AVDA. Karen was the first Secretary/Treasurer of AVDA 
then the vice President. Karen Williams (Dona’s daughter) ran the business for a number of years after 
Dona retired. Dona and her husband, John, sold the business to Paul and Bernadine Trusso in June 2007. 
Bernadine and Paul were thoroughly trained by Dona and Karen who maintain the business in the fashion 
Dona would want to this day.

Dona Jenkins was an industry pioneer and will be greatly missed.

Eight Bells

seafood no matter who you are.
Named after the Hurrica V yacht, a 60-foot “Eng-

lish gentleman’s classic sailing yacht” that is turning 
100 this year and made an appearance in 2013’s “The 
Great Gatsby” starring Leonardo DiCaprio, the restau-
rant plans to offer everything from a kombu-wrapped 
1.5-pound lobster to pan-roasted black cod. You’ll 
even be able to get coffee delivered to your docked 
boat. Other dishes will include a Hurrica burger on a 
house-baked parmesan-crusted bun, beer-battered 
fish and chips and a shellfish chowder, according to 
Justin Baade, executive chef and partner.

The above article is a re-print from SF Gate with a 
slight headline change to fit CYBA.
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Membership Report Q3, 2023

From the Chairwoman of CYBA GEO 
Regarding The Women of the Waterfront Award

First, I want to congratulate Bernadine Trusso for 
winning the very first CYBA GEO 2023 Women of the 
Waterfront Award. A very well-deserved award. 

Our 49th CYBA Annual Dinner at SWYC on January 
13, 2024, was one of the best events I have attended. 
This event marked the recognition of outstanding 
women in the waterfront industry. The winner was 
awarded by the CYBA GEO Committee with the 2023 
Woman of the Waterfront Award. It was an amazing 
turn out and thanks to all who attended.

I appreciate all the CYBA members who voted for 
their nominee and for recognizing these entrepre-
neurial women for their dedication and commitment 
to our marine industry. The Nominees were:

Allison Lehman of Swiftsure Yachts
Bernadine Trusso of Dona Jenkins Maritime 

Document Service, Inc.
Joni Geis of Sterling Associates
Kim Dumas of Denison Yachting
Leilani Wales of AGL Yacht Sales, Inc
Susan Nufer of Silver Seas Yachts
Tracey Feinberg of Sun Country Marine Group. 
This year we will be voting for the 2024 Women 

of the Waterfront Award, so start thinking who your 
nominee will be this year, to be awarded at our An-
nual Dinner in January 2025.

GEO is looking for sponsors to our upcoming 
MeetUp events. Please call 360-621-4682

I wish you all the best of 2024.

Women Of The Waterfront Award

From Wayne Goldman
Currently, we have 415 members, with 2 new 

applicants in process. We increased 3 members 
this quarter. We have surpassed the 400 member 
milestone, but there are many California licensed 
brokers and salesmen that are still not CYBA 
members. Please mention the benefits to anyone 
you know that is not a member. 

Benefits of CYBA include:
•	 Standard contracts and forms
•	 Working with fellow CYBA members
•	 Arbitration & Mediation committee
•	 Code of Ethics
•	 Education
•	 Social networking activities
•	 Close working relationship with the Division 

of Boating & Waterways
•	 Legislation
•	 CYBA newsletter
•	 CYBA website
•	 CYBA name recognition

•	 Working with peer organizations
•	 Boat shows

Please mention the benefits to anyone you know 
that is not a member. 

Currently, we have 415 total members broken 
down as follows:

•	 Master Brokers: 120 (-2)
•	 Active Brokers: 44 (no change)
•	 Associate Salespeople: 194 (+3)
•	 Affiliates: 46 (+1)
•	 Affiliate Individuals: 1 (no change)
•	 Administrators: 10 (+1)

There are 292 Licensed Brokers and 28 Associate 
Brokers in California. 50% are CYBA members. 
There are 655 Licensed Salespeople in California, 
approximately 28% are CYBA members.

Let’s continue to bring these numbers up. Any 
(cont. on page 32)



By Krissy Waite
A federal judge has dismissed 

a lawsuit arguing that the Rich-
ardson’s Bay Regional Author-
ity does not have legal standing 
to police the water. The judge 
found no merit in an argument 
by plaintiff Robert Roark, an an-
chor-out who lives on the bay, 
that he has a constitutional right 
to anchor there. “To the extent 
Roark is alleging a stand-alone 
constitutional entitlement to an-
chor where he chooses, the Unit-
ed States’ constitution does not 
confer a blanket right to anchor 
in Richardson’s Bay,” wrote Judge 
William Orrick of the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of 
California. Despite a law that pro-
hibits boaters from anchoring in 
the bay for longer than 72 hours, 
many have lived on their vessels 
there for decades. The number 
of anchor-outs swelled to 240 in 
2016. Today there are about 40. .

The agency enforces a 72-
hour anchoring limit for new 
vessels, and plans to remove all 
anchor-outs from the bay by Oc-
tober 2024. A housing and ves-
sel buyback program, as well as 
a permitting process, have been 
implemented in order to get 
boats off the bay. A settlement 
with the San Francisco Bay Con-
servation and Development Com-
mission requires that all illegally 
anchored vessels be removed by 

Oct. 15, 2026. The area is home 
to extensive eelgrass beds, an es-
sential fish habitat. The beds re-
duce coastal erosion and ocean 
acidification, sequester carbon 
and provide habitat for com-
mercially, recreationally and eco-
logically important marine life, 
according to experts. Years of 
vessels anchoring, often illegally, 
have resulted in extreme dam-
age, according to the state.

Brad Gross, executive direc-
tor of the Richardson Bay agency, 
said the ruling was expected, but 
noted that it was the first time 
these points have been reviewed 
by a judge. He said the argu-
ments Roark asserted were the 
same talking points the agency 
has heard for years. “We’ve al-
ways known and it’s been our 
opinion exactly what the judge 
said,” Gross said. “And we’ve 
been operating from that posi-
tion since the beginning. But it’s 
never been given to a court. It’s 
never been adjudicated or given 
to a judge. 

Finally, we have a judge who 
has given an opinion that sets the 
position that we’ve always had.” 
Enforcement will continue to 
ramp up, he said. “We want them 
to take their possessions and go 
where it’s legal to be,” Gross said. 
Roark also alleged that federal 
laws prevented the local author-
ity from governing the area. “I 

Richardson Bay Authority Defeats Lawsuit Over “Anchor-Out” Boat Removals
agree that no regulation or fed-
eral authority identified by Roark 
preempts the authority of RBRA 
to control anchorages in Richard-
son’s Bay,” Orrick wrote in the rul-
ing, which was issued Dec. 1. “In-
stead, the federal regulations he 
identified establish Richardson’s 
Bay as a ‘special anchorage area’ 
and direct mariners to comply 
with the RBRA’s Permit Scheme.” 
Roark argued that the agency’s 
permit program is unconstitu-
tional because it is impossible 
to comply with; it violates the 
Fourth Amendment by allowing 
warrantless searches; and it con-
flicts with the Fifth Amendment 
because permits can be revoked 
without due process. In relation 
to the warrantless searches, the 
judge referenced cases in which 
authorities are allowed to tow 
or impound vehicles that are a 
hazard to the public’s health or 
safety, or illegally parked. The 
judge found all of Roark’s claims 
to lack understanding of the law 
and dismissed them. “The de-
fects identified above that lead to 
dismissal as a matter of law can-
not be cured by alleging further 
facts,” Orrick wrote. “Based on 
inapplicable legal theories or on 
facts he has admitted, each claim 
fails.” The decision can be ap-
pealed. Roark, who represented 
himself in the case, could not be 
reached for comment.
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Witches & Warlocks Paddleboard Food Drive
By Kim Dumas

On October 29, Denison 
Yachting hosted the 3rd Annual 
Witches & Warlocks Paddleboard 
& Food Drive. Everyone met at 
the Denison docks where they 
could launch their paddleboards 
and kayaks. Each year, our co-

ven continues to grow and cast 
its spells on the yacht clubs and 
boaters in the Shelter Island Ba-
sin. As you can imagine, it is quite 
a spectacle to look out on the wa-
ter to see a large congregation of 
witches and warlocks descending 
towards you cackling and riding 

their paddle brooms. This year, 
we collected a carload of non-
perishable food which was do-
nated to the San Diego Rescue 
Mission. Thanks to all who par-
ticipated and look forward to an 
even larger gathering next Hal-
loween.
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By Jeff Merrill, CPYB
I am reminded 

quite often that a 
yacht sale can’t hap-
pen without first hav-
ing a signed listing 
agreement. Know-
ing what the seller 
is offering and then 
having a detailed, 
accurate description 
is essential to assist 
with the sales pro-
cess. 

Getting a listing and preparing it for market is one 
of our main duties and needs to be treated as the 
priority it is.One of our primary roles as yacht brokers 
is to provide information. We are trusted and relied 
upon for our product knowledge and our understand-
ing of how contracts work including negotiations. 
There are a lot of details to manage.

With good information we can provide an invalu-
able service to our clients to help them understand 
what they’re selling from the selling side and what 
they are purchasing from the buying side.  To me, 
our jobs are not as much selling as it is connecting 
and guiding.

You owe it to your seller to create a fresh write up 
with accurate details. Please avoid the temptation to 
dust off the old listing and make minor adjustments. 
This isn’t fair to you, the seller, or the buyer. Too 
much can change with a boat over time and even 
minor inaccuracies in a write-up can lead to major 
misunderstandings.

Your reputation as a yacht broker is reflected in 
how much time you spend creating accurate listings 
and then representing your seller and working with 
your fellow yacht brokers and clients.

I recently represented a buyer on a boat listed 
with what I always believed to be a reputable bro-
kerage. The boat was located 200 yards from the 
brokerage office. The photos showed the dinghy with 
the cover on, no photos of the tender or outboard. 
At the survey, the cover came off and the outboard 
installed was not the brand and model advertised. 
I talked my buyers back into reality, but it is ridicu-
lous to me that the listing broker got something like 
that so wrong. A five-minute walk from his desk and 
a peel back of the cover I could have saved thirty 
minutes of time doing damage control. Has this ever 
happened to you?

More than once, I have been the victim of pla-
giarism by a peer. It’s very discouraging, and frankly 
insulting. I don’t view it as “imitation or flattery”. The 
CYBA Code of Ethics has a clause regarding plagia-
rism. Take pride in doing your own work and strive 
to improve. 

Think about your reputation when you write up 

a listing. Start with a fresh sheet of paper and get on 
board the boat to record current information. Don’t 
rely on a previous write up. Don’t make it the seller’s 
responsibility to do your job, get aboard, see for 
yourself, take photos, and double check your work 
to confirm that you have the correct details. 

Take the time up front to get the details right. This 
will save you time in the long run. 

The listing advertises the boat you are repre-
senting (and you!). The listing should help a buyer 
determine their interest level and a fair price to offer. 
A good surveyor will use your write up to serves as 
the vessel inventory during the survey.

Accurate Listings

The Boats Group

Dona Jenkins Maritime Document Service, Inc.
Global Yacht Appraisals

International SeaKeepers Society
Oversea Yacht Insurance

Sunset Yacht Insurance Solutions
Wake Lending

Cal Maritime Academy Foundation
Dana Point Shipyard

Hayden Insurance Service, Inc. 
Lending Associates

Newcoast Financial Services
Novamar Insurance Group

Reliable Documentation, Inc.
The Log

Trident Funding
Truex Insurance
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Wenthur Law Group, LLP

The CYBA Would
Like To Thank
Our Sponsors
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Attention all interested
Yacht Brokers and Salespersons:

CERTIFIED
PROFESSIONAL
YACHT BROKER (CPYB) 

~ STUDY SESSION AND TESTING ~

Contact Jeff Merrill or Nick Friedman
for next study session & exam.

The CYBA is conducting a study session, immediately 

followed by the examination, for all those interested in 

becoming Certified Professional Yacht Brokers. This will be 

our first available session in response to the great interest 

in this worthy program.

If you have a desire to take your business and personal 

accomplishment up to the next level, you owe it to your-

self and your clients to earn the CPYB designation. Join a 

growing number of the best and brightest brokers nation-

wide in increasing your knowledge, professionalism, and 

ethical standards as they relate to your chosen profession.

For complete information, including study materials, 

applications, and required qualifications, please visit the 

National Yacht Broker Certification website at www.cpyb.

net. There you will find all the forms you need in a down-

loadable format.

If you have any questions, please contact one 
of the CYBA’s Members on the Certification 

Advisory Council:

You may also respond to cpyb@cyba.info or contact any CYBA 
Board Member. The National Yacht Broker Certification office 
needs time to process your application and to perform your 

background check.

Brokers wishing to attend the study session, but who are not 
testing, are welcome. However you must reserve a space! Seating 

is limited!

NOTE: This session is for CYBA Members only. If you are not yet a 
Member, and would like to join, contact the CYBA office

immediately @ 925-588-8929.

SO-CAL
Jeff Merrill, CPYB

Jeff Merril Yacht Sales, Inc.
949-355-4950
jeff@JMYS.com

Nick Friedman, CPYB
The Shoreline Yacht Group

310-748-5409
yachtbroker@pacbell.net
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licensed Yacht Broker or Salesperson should be 
a CYBA member. Please help us increase these 
numbers. 

You can reach me at 510-759-8481 if you have 
any questions. 

Wayne Goldman
CYBA Membership Chairman
membership@cyba.info

Membership Information
For complete list of CYBA Member Benefits, please see our 

separate Member Benefits page at CYBA.info. Be sure to read the 
CYBA’s Code Of Ethics and By-Laws as well.

Membership Rates:
Master Member
(Owner - Broker of Record):
Initiation Fee ............................................................................$200
Yearly Dues ...............................................................................$348
Total ............................................................................................$548

Broker
(Working for a Master Member):
Initiation Fee .............................................................................. $50
Yearly Dues ................................................................................. $48
Total .............................................................................................. $98

Salesperson
(Working for a Master Member):
Initiation Fee .............................................................................. $50

Yearly Dues ........................................................................ $48
Total ..................................................................................... $98

Membership Report… (cont. from page 27)
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Residents mourn loss of a beloved spot
In an instant, an overnight seaside blaze engulfed 

decades’ worth of boating trophies, historical artifacts 
and cherished memorabilia at the California Yacht 
Club in Marina del Rey on Monday.

Fire crews attempted to control the blaze as heavy 
smoke and flames consumed the two-story building. 
By the time they had subdued the fire two hours 
later, only the skeletal remnants of the clubhouse 
were left standing.

John Myers, senior vice president of the club, 
said the blaze had been reported by an employee 
working late in the clubhouse Monday night. The fire 
spared the remainder of the facilities on the ground, 
including the docks and the yachts moored there. 
But the clubhouse, and particularly its second floor, 
was all but wiped out.

“We are working closely with the Los Angeles 
County Fire Department in their investigation of the 
cause of the incident and will share those findings 
when they become available to us,” Myers said. 

Members are left mourning, comparing the loss 
to the death of a loved one.

Jennifer Dakoske Koslu awoke in Rancho Mirage 
at 5:30 a.m. Tuesday, before the sun had risen, to 
find her phone inundated with text messages from 
club members.

The first message she read simply stated, “The 
CYC is gone.”

“As soon as I opened my phone, it went to a link 
on the Citizen app and saw a video of the club burn-
ing. I was shocked,” Dakoske Koslu said.

For the last 24 years, Dakoske Koslu and her fam-
ily have been dedicated members of the CYC, whose 
clubhouse is a few miles away from their home in 
Playa del Rey. She said it is where her children have 
grown up, familiarizing themselves with every inch.

“I remember taking my son there on the Fourth 
of July when he was just 3 weeks old. It was the first 
place we went with him as a newborn,” Dakoske 
Koslu said.

She and her husband biked to the club in the 
aftermath of the fire, greeted by the charred remains 
of the building on Wednesday afternoon.

“The destruction is unbelievable. It’s clear that 
the fire was burning intensely on the second floor,” 
Dakoske Koslu said. “There’s nothing left.”

The second floor once housed a collection of the 
club’s prestigious racing trophies, kept on display 
for members and visitors. The fire melted all but a 
single salvageable California Cup. Most notably, the 
priceless King of Spain Trophy, acquired in 1929 from 
King Alfonso XIII, was lost.

Additionally, the club lost cherished photographs 
of every past commodore, a significant position within 
a yacht club. Members said they didn’t know if anyone 
had digitized the images of the commodores or of 
the club’s founders. 

“We would tell yachting stories at the bar around 
lots of memorabilia, and the yachting artifacts behind 
the bar are all gone now,” Tom Materna said. “The 
yacht club provided us a facility for the off-the-water 
celebrations after hard-fought competition on the 
water.”

The CYC dates to the early 1920s, started by boat 
owners from the Los Angeles Athletic Club and other 
yacht clubs. The Board of Harbor Commissioners 
approved the first clubhouse in 1922, designed by 
famed architect Edwin Bergstrom, co-designer of the 
Pentagon.

In 1965, the yacht club submitted a proposal 
for an all-encompassing $1-million, two-story, 
10,000-square-foot clubhouse on four acres off 
Admiralty Way. Members envisioned a state-of-the-
art facility with 170 boat slips, a guest dock, a small 
boat hoist and a dry land storage facility for boats. 
The clubhouse that resulted was dedicated on June 
10, 1967.

Then-Commodore William A. DeGroot Jr. told The 
Times that the triangular parcel of land on which the 
clubhouse still sits is a “perfectly logical place for a 
club facility, and a commanding view down the main 
channel of the marina.”

Though the building has historical significance to 
its members, it does not have a historic designation, 
according to Linda Dishman, president of the Los 
Angeles Conservancy.

“We are deeply saddened by this tragedy and 
so grateful for the outpouring of support from the 
community and our members,” Myers said. “CYC has 
been a beacon for the nautical community for the 
past 101 years.”

Materna, 68, first found out about the fire through 
Facebook as friends posted videos and photos of the 
damage Tuesday morning. Then he began receiving 
calls and text messages from friends.

“Everybody woke up in the morning and realized 
we’d lost a significant part of the sailing community,” 

“Nothing Left” After California Yacht Club Fire

(cont. on page 34)
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Materna said.
His connection to the club dates back nearly 52 

years, to when he was just 16 years old. After spend-
ing 30 years sailing professionally with Hobie Cats, 
mainly racing catamarans — a watercraft with two 
parallel hulls of equal size — he recently served as a 
crew member on other club members’ racing yachts.

The CYC is pivotal in the boat racing community, 
organizing and hosting events such as the Optimist 
National Championship and Junior Olympic trials, 
Materna said. He fondly remembers the hundreds 
of people from across the globe converging on the 
marina for similar events.

The main topic among members now is what’s 
next for the club. Dakoske Koslu noted that the club’s 

ownership changed over the last few years, and many 
are unsure and concerned about the club’s continu-
ation after the fire.

The club relocated to the marina in 1967, leasing 
the land it sits on from the county.

“I don’t think the county has really valued the con-
tributions of the California Yacht Club as an important 
part of the Marina. They value Trader Joe’s because 
it’s more money for them,” Dakoske Koslu said.

Dakoske Koslu said she’s seen numerous small 
marine-oriented businesses displaced from the 
marina, making way for more commercialized de-
velopments such as Trader Joe’s and Recreational 
Equipment Inc.

The above is a Los Angles Times re-print

“Nothing Left”… (cont. from page 33)

Your CYBA Board of Directors believe 
this is an excellent resource for used boat 

buyers.

You can download the booklet in PDF 
format from the CYBA.info website or 

order the hard
copies from: 
Ty Mellott

Ty@cyba.info

Buying A Used Boat?

Since then, the Merle Parke award has become 
one of the most prestigious honors that the CYBA 
can bestow upon an individual and the list of previ-
ous winners is a who’s who of the California marine 
industry.

Each year a committee consisting of the previous 
year’s winner, the CYBA President and the CYBA Ex-

Annual Dinner”… (cont. from page 7)

ecutive Director select the most deserving honoree. 
An engraved plaque is presented to the winner at the 
CYBA Annual Dinner held in January of each year. The 
2022 award went to Mik Maguire of Richard Boland 
Yachts. Mik has been instrumental in so much for the 
CYBA, from Past President, to Treasurer, Newsletter 
Editor, and instrumental in the boat show. Congratu-
lation’s Mik!

Please check our CYBA website (cyba.info) for 
updates and our calendar.

Happy and prosperous New Year!
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11/14/2023 Held over zoom
President Peter Zaleski called the meeting to order 

at 9:04 a.m.
Board Members present: Peter Zaelski, Dean West, 

Scott McNerney, Mik Mcguire, Nick Freidman, 
Lelani Wales, George Sikich, Wayne Goldman, 
Mark White

Executive Director: Ty Mellott
Boat Show Manager: Jim Behun
Guest: Lou Mencuccini SMY Yachts

Approval of minutes: Scott approved last month’s 
minutes

Boat Show: Jim Behun - Pacific Sail and Power Boat 
Show May 16-19 -Working with a new tent ven-
dor, should have a higher quality, more cost ef-
fective option. Looks like $300 cost for a 10 X 
10.

Pricing as follows: 
 Booth: $1150 Member, $1345 Non-Member
 Corner Booth: $1250 Member, $1445 Non-

Member
 Bulk (not covered): $7.50 sq. ft. Member, $8.00 

sq. ft. Non-Member
 In-Water: $35 per foot Member, $45 per foot 

Non-Member
 In-Water Multihull: $35 per foot Member, $53 

per foot Non-Member
Lisa Chapman would like to head up seminars, and 

Jim will develop a contingent plan for inclement 
weather.

Treasurer: Mik sent P&L and Balance Sheet to board 
before the meeting. One member has a credit 
on the books for unreimbursed expenses and 
he will put it towards membership dues for next 
year. We turned a $3,800 profit on the legal 
seminar. Right Signature has just been renewed 
for $6,000 and we should break even on this in-
vestment when the dealers sign up for it. There 
was discussion about liquidating some associa-
tion assets, like the generator and some power 
cords. Ty may have a member interested, and 
will follow up.

Correspondence: Ty mentioned that a couple of 
members changed brokerages. There are cur-
rently two arbitration cases with fees paid. Den-
nis Moran, currently our arbitration chairman 
would, like to step down and is hoping that the 
board can find a replacement. There was some 
discussion if being an attorney would be a posi-
tive for the position, however, someone is need-
ed soon.

Ty has been in contact with Mark Amaral from Sail 
America about the Boat Show. Also, Ty reached 
out to JR Means to see if Bahia Corinthian Yacht 

Club is interested in hosting the 2024 Legal 
Seminar. Mik mentioned that we used to have 
a legal seminar in Northern Ca. and it might be 
wise to have one up North. Old CYBA Forms will 
be discontinued in December, Ty is working with 
our IT guy, Goran, to see if he can make them 
transferrable for brokers who still need them.

Membership: Wayne announced that we are up to 
412 members with 7 more pending.

Ethics, Legislation and Advocacy: Dean didn’t have 
much to report, however, he feels the best way 
to keep boating and our organization alive is to 
get to know your local politician. Even a small 
donation can help you get their ear, so you can 
discuss legislation with them to help our indus-
try.

Sponsorship: George reported that Sunset Yacht In-
surance is a new sponsor, also CRC expressed 
interest.

GEO: Lelani did not have a meet-up last month, and 
she is still looking for a sponsor for a November 
or December meeting.

Dinner: Pete reported that we are set with the 
Southwestern Yacht Club on Saturday, Jan. 13th 
in San Diego. Lelani volunteered to help.

Forms: Nick Freidman showed us a copy of the 
forms and there was one paragraph that gen-
erated discussion. “A commission also shall 
be due and payable, at the last asking price. If, 
within one (1) year after expiration of the List-
ing Period, the Vessel is sold, traded, exchanged, 
to anyone who, during the Listing Period , com-
municated with Broker or cooperating about the 
Vessel. (No commission shall be due or payable 
to Broker under the immediately preceding sen-
tence if the transaction is subject to a commis-
sion agreement with another broker.) Broker 
shall provide a list of known prospective buy-
ers with whom Broker communicated about the 
Vessel during the Listing Period within fifteen 
days of expiration of the Listing Agreement.”

Mark made a motion to strike this paragraph from 
the new form, and Dean 2nd. After some discus-
sion, the board considered turning over to legal 
before ruling. However, Mark made another mo-
tion to strike this from the new form, Scott 2nd, 
and the motion passed 4 yeah, 1 nea, 1 abstain. 
So motion passed to strike this paragraph from 
the new forms.

There was lots of discussion on the old forms, and 

CYBA Board Of Director’s Meeting

(cont. on page 36))



Calendar Of Events

the pricing that brokers who 
needed access to these forms 
would be charged.

Succession: Lou Mencuccini from 
SMY Yachts gave the board a 
brief bio, as he is running for 
a board position next year. He 

has been in the Yacht busi-
ness for 20 years, and has 
served on numerous boards 
in the past in a variety of dif-
ferent industries.

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Meeting adjourned by President 
Peter Zaleski at 11:05 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Scott McNerney-Secretary

CYBA BoD Meeting… (cont. from page 35)

February 14, 2024, 9:00 a.m.
Board of Directors Meeting
Zoom
 
March 12, 2024, 5:30 p.m.
California Boating Congress Kick-Off Reception
Brasserie Du Monde
1201 K Street, Sacramento, CA
 
March 13, 2024, 8:30 a.m.
8th Annual California Boating Congress
Capitol Events Center
1020 11th Street, Sacramento, CA
 
March 19, 2024, 9:00 a.m.
Board of Directors Meeting
Zoom
 
April 18 – 21, 2024
Newport Beach International Boat Show
Lido Marina Village
Newport Beach, CA
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